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PRESIDEXNT took the Chair at 4.30

amd read pravers.

QUESTION—AGENT GENERAL.

To Replace by Trude Commissioner.

Hen. J. A. DIMJMITT asked the Chief
Secretary: 1, Will the Government, when
selecting a new London upresc-nt.lti\e, give
consideration o the appoinimont of a Trade
Commissioner instead of an Aszent (eneral?
2, Tt not, why not?

The CHIEF SKECRETARY veplied: 1,
and 2, The matter generally will receive con-
sideration,

QUESTION—FREMANTLE BRIDGE.
As to Timber, Filling, cte.

Hon. A. THOMSOX azked the Chief Sec-
retary: 1, What is the total leneth and width
of the timber construction and the estimated
cost of the same in the new bridge over the
Swan River at Fremantle? 2, What is the
estimated cquantity of filling reqguired for the
approaches to the timher structure and the
estimated cost per cubie yard?

The CHTEF SECRETARY replied: 1,
Length 731 feet. width 46 feet including 6
feet footway., Estimated cost of timher con-
struction  £50,000. 2, 15000 eabic varvds:
2s. 6. per cnbie vard.

QUESTION—WIRELESS
BROADCASTING.
Control ond Rerenue.
Hon. A. THOMSONX asked the Chief Sec-
retary: 1, What is the total revenue enl-
lected in Western Anstralia by the Pastal
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Department for—(a) B-class broadeasting
~tations; (b) listeners’ licenses? 2, What

proportion of this revenue does the State re-
ceive ! 3, Has the point ever heen raised
with the Federal Government that the State
~hould have some eonfrol of wireless, and
reecive 2 portion of the revenue that is col-
lerted within its houndavies?

The CHIEF SECRETARY replied: 1,
(a) Nil.  (b) For the vear ended 30th June,
1938, ¢74161 10s. 2, Nil. 3, So far as is
kuown, the answer is in the negative.

QUESTIGN—LIFE ASSURANCE.
As to Suicide Clause.

Hon. J. ('ORNELL asked the Chict Sec-
retary: 1, Ilas any life assuranee eompany
operating in Western Ausiralin - requested
the (iovernment to introduce and pass legis-
lation this session  validating the suicide
elanse in life assurance policies, reeently
rendered invalid by the Judieial Commiitee
of the House of Lords by its decision in the
Rowlandson appeal case? 2, TE =n Te-
auested, has the Goverument agreed to do
=0 3, 1T not s¢ requested, will the Govern-
ment, of its own volition, follow the example
set hy the New Soulh Wales Government,
and ask Parliament, 1hi< session, fo agree
to a validating Bill?

The CHIEF SECRETARY replied: 1,
There s no record of any snch reqnest. 2,
Answered by No. 1. 3. If a reguest is re-
ceived, consideration will  bhe given to ihe
matter,

BILLS (2)—FIRST READING.
1. Marketing of Eggs.
Tntroduced by Hon. (. B. Wood.

. Racecourse (Regulation.)
Tntrodueed by Hon. J. Cornell.

1w

BILL-LOCAL COURTS ACT
AMENDMENT.

Read a third time and retorned to the
As=emhly  with amendments.

BILL—SUPPLY (No. 2), £1,200,000.
Second Reading.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon. W.
H, Kitson—West) [4.40] in moving the
socond reading said: The purpose of the
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Bill is to grant the Government further
supply pending the passing of the Esti-
mates. Supply was granted under the pre-
~vious Bill for £2,500,000, apportioned as
Toilows:—

£
Consolidated Revenue Fand 1,700,000
General Loan Fund 500,000
Treasurer’s Advanee 300,000
£2,500,000

This Bill seeks {o grant supply amount-
ing to £1,200,000 from the Consolidated
Revenue Fund. During the three months
cnded the 30th Sepiember, expenditure oul
of supply granted, exclusive of special Acts,
was as follows:—

£
1,754,193

293 801

Consolidated Revenue Fund
General Loan Fund

£1 957,004

There is still a balance under the Supply
Act (No. 1} estimated as sufficient to eover
the expenditure for the next two months
from the General Loan Fund. Expenditure
from the Consolidated Revenue Fund, in-
eloding special Acts, for the firsté three
months of the financial vear was as fol-
lows:—

£
Special Acts 1,074,631, + 34,940
Governmental 763,609 —20,121
Publie wtilitics 970,404 +25,961
£2,800,824 +40,75n

(4 inerease; — decrense.)

Tuterest and sinking fund payvments in-
vlnded under speeial  Acts amounted  to
£978,031.  Governmental expenditure in-
tluded an amount of £166,499, representing
exchange on remittances ahroad. The total
vxpenditure inercased hy £40,780. Fxpendi-
1ure under special Acts recovded an inerease
of £34,940, duc entirely lo heavier interesi
and sinking fund payments. The increase
of £25961 in public ulilities expenditure
was mainly attributable to inercased activity
and basie wage increases.  There was a de-
crease of £20,121 in respect of governmenta!
oxpenditure. Drought relicl payments from
the revenue fund decreased by £46,556. Un-
employment, rehief alse reecorded a deerease
of £6,974. Other departmental items showed
~mal]l inereases,

[COUNCIIL.]

Lievenue for the three months ended the
30th  September totalled £2,471,846, com-

prising—
&

Taxation G14,13L +79,125
Territorial .. 101,129 — 6,899
Commonwealth grants 260,839 — 1,259

Business  umdertak-
ings 1,285,604 +95,540
Other 210,123 + 604
£2471,846 4167420

(-+ increase; —- decreasc.)

At this level, revenue colleclions repre-
sented an increase of £167,420 compared
with the eorresponding fignres for last year.
An advance of £79,125 was recorded in
respect of taxation, all items showing sun-
~tantial inereases with the exception of
Iand tax and lieenses, The principal
inereases were—Income and dividend taxa-
tion, £35,646; financial emergency tax,
£10,181: and gold mining profits taxy,
L£17,319. The last-mentioned inerease repre-
sented chiefly the payment of arveavs, The
decrease of £6,599 in respect of territorial
was .mainly due to the deeline i’ revenue
from sandalwood.

Revenue from business undervtakings in-

creased by £85,540, the prineipal  ilems
heing—
£
Fremantle Havbour Trost .. 15,410
Railwavs  (inercased  haulage of
whent) . 52,897
Tramways 4,726

The last mentioned represents mainly in-
creased earnings consequent upon the in-
stallaiion of the new trolley bus routes.
Other earnings showed an increase ol £604.
Commonwealth grants deercased by £1,250,
representing one-fonrth of the total decrease
in the grant for the vear, which is £570,000,
compared with the amount of £575,000
granted for 1937-38. T move—

That the Bill be now read n second time.

HON. J. CORNELL (South) [+.46]: I
crave the indulgenee of the House in order
to otfer a few remarks at this junciure. I
refrained from speaking duving the Address-
in-reply debate, but there are some malters
that coneern one of the departments ad-
ministered by the Chiel Secretary, to which
1 desive to refer. Before doing so, T wish
to make ore or two general observations.
The first relales to a malter that is praeti-
cally no congern of members of this House,
bhut T appenl to the Government to give con.
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sideration to the vompulsery provisions in
the Electoral Aet before the nest Assembly
clections. When Mr. Baxter infroduced the
Bill that dealt with compulsory voting, T
told him then, and I repeat now, that insuffi-
cient consideration had been given lo the
subject.

The natural covollary of compulsory vot-
ing for the Assembly is to follow as closely
as possible the system adopted for the Com-
monwealth elections.  When we made it com-
pulsory for clectors to attend polling hoatns
on clection day, we omitted to provide for
essential facilities to be made available. The
Act merely preseribes that voting shall be
compulsory, and does not embrace a provi-
sion similar te that in the Commonwealth
Act under which an elector may vote at prae-
tically any polling booth within the Com-
monwealth. Since the Eleetoral Aci wa:
amended, two hy-eleetions have hesen held
under the compulsory voting conditions.
They were for the Sussex and Hannans
seats. The people in the Hannans cleetorais
voted under a  miseonception, for they
thought the compulsory voting provisions
followed the hmes of the Commonweaiih Act.
As a result, some of those electors were
prosecuted. Sinee voting has been made
ecompulsory, it is the duty of Parliament to
extend all possible facilities to the elcctors
to east thelr votes. This matter does not
coneern the Couneil, but it does coneern the
great body of electors and  the polifical
parties in another place.

To-day I questioned the Chief Sceretary
about the suicide clause in life assurance
policies. I have written to New South
Wales, where the Government has just passed
a2 measure restoring the position of the in-
sured before the recent deecision in the ease
taken to the Judicial Committec of the
House of Lords. I have a poliey daiing
back to 1913, but anyone that is insuved
knows there is a smicide clanse that iz in-
operative until the insured persor hLas been
covered for a specified period. T undarstand
that the Parliament of New South Wales
has rectified the matter, but the position here
is that unless validating legislation is passed.
the beneficiaries wonld not be able to re-
eover, no matter what circumstances at-
tended the suicide. The Legislature should
step tn and take action whether the com-
panies request it or not. There is some
talk of the Commonwealth Parliament pass-
ing a measure. I understand that the com-
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panies cannet pay on such policies, cvewr
though they wish to do so.

Hon. G. Y. Miles: Ts that so?

Hon. J. CORNXELL: I understand that is
the position,

Hon, H. Seddon: To pay in the present
circumstances would be illegal.

on. J. CORNELL: That is so. Insured
persons, or their beneficiaries, are entitled to
what is provided in the contract, and Par-
liament should pass legislation to ensure that
they get il

Tfon. G. W. Miles: The companies paid
previons to the Flouse of T.ords’ decision?

Hon. J. CORNELL: Yes.

Hon. H. V. Piesse: After the lapse of a
certain period.

Hon. J. CORNELL: But the companies
cannot now pay in view of the House of”
Lords’ decision.

T wish to refer to the need for amernding
our licensing laws, Neavly 20 years have
elapsed since the Act was passed, and with-
ont indnlging in any exaggeration, I can
claim that we have made wonderful progress
during that time. There has been a com-
plete echange in conditions as compared with
those that prevailed in the liquor trade 20
vears ago. I wish particularly to deal with
the Sunday trading that occurs in the gold-
fields districts, and for that matter in the
metropolitan area also. The position on
the goldfields is Iudicrous. The law pro-
vides that the hotels shall close on Sun-
itay, but the Administration says that they
may open from 9 am. to G p.n. The law
also provides that goldfields hotels shall
not be opened hefore 9§ a.m. and shall close
at 11 p.m, but in the metropolitan area
the hours of trading are 9 am. to 9 p.n.
On the goldfields 2 hotelkeeper may be fined
for opening before 9 a.m. and for not clos-
ing at 11 p.m. There is no law, however,
providing for Sunday trading. A farcical
position has heen created and it is time we
faced .the situation. Goldfields licensees
have told me—and T think this applies
wenerally throughout the State—that if the
law provided for opening for two hours on
Sunday morning and two hours on Sunday
afternoon, they would be perfeetly satis-
fied. They are not at all enamoured of the
9 am. to 6 pm. trading on Sunday. The
trouble is that if one licensce keeps his pro-
mises open, the others have to do likewise.
If the law provided for two hours of trad-
ing in the morning and afternoon, and
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those hours were rigidly  adhered  to,
licensees would he quite satisfied. The Son-
day trading hours at Kalgoorlie, Boulder
and on other goldficlds, are from 9 am. to
6 p.m. This also applies to Norseman, but
there is only one hotel at Norseman, and the
publican laid down clearly that he would
open for only two hours in the morning
and two hours in the afternoon. Those
hours are being obhserved at Norseman.

Hon. G. W. Miles: What, on Sundayx?

Hon. J. CORNELL: Yes.

Hon. G. W. Miles: Against the law of the
land?

Hon. J. CORNELL: On other goldfields
the hotels keep open from 9 am, to G pam.

Hon. C. B. Williams: They do it quite
-openly,

Hon. J. CORNELIL: That is so, but T am
pointing out how ludicrous the situation
has beeomo. The liguor trade would wel-
come set hours for opening on Sunday and
T think 95 per cent. of the community would
to likewise.

Hon. C. B. Williams: You approve of
the miners being able to get a pot on Sun-
day?

Hon. J. CORNELL: Yes,

Hon. C. B. Williams: Hear, hear!

Hon. J. CORNELL: Consider now the
metvopolitan: area. The only people in
the metropolitan area who cannot gef a
drink on Sunday are the workers in essen-
tial services.

Hon. C. B. Williams: That is right; the
poor workers cannot.

Hon. J. CORNELL: The men who are
carrying on essential scrvices—tram-men,
loco drivers and firemen—cannot do so, but
the man who owns a motor car or can affor
to hire a taxi may travel to Mundaring
Sawyer’s Valley or Rockingham and get all
the drink he wants.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: He can get all the
drink he wants in soine of the hotels in the
eity.

Hon. J. CORNELL: I propose to dea!
with that point. Under the law as admin-
istered, we are penalising the man who is
carrying on essenfizl services. I am given
to understand that if a e¢ity policeman
wishes to get a transfer to the country, all
he has to do is to catch somebody drinking
in a hotel on Sunday.

Hon. J. Nicholson: What about the
number of accidents recorded in Monday’s
Press?

[COUNGIL.]

Hon. J. CORNELL: W¢ should face up
to the situation and exercise =2 certain
anmount of common sense. We should bear
in mind that eivenmstanees have altered,
that the facilities for travelling have al-
tered, and that the tastes and requirements
of the people have altered. All T am say-
ing is in sgreement with the opinion of the
ereat bulk of the ecommunity and of the
liquor trade.

The Honorury Miuister: You would he up
against the wowsers.

Hon. J. CORNELL: I think the wowsers,
like the prohibitionists, have almost ceased
to exist. There is another point of peeuliar
interest to the North-East, South and Cen-
fral Provinees aud, to some extent, North
Province. [ refer to illicit gold denling.

Hon. C. B. Williams: Oh, Lord!

Ien. J. CORNELIL: That matter comes
under the administration of the Chief Sec-
retory.  So far as my memory serves me
and my reading and research have carried
me, there is in effect only one place where
prosecutions  for illieit gold dealing ave
hrought—in  and avound Kalgoorlie and
Boulder. If many years ago there was need
for a Reyal Commission to inquirve into that
phase, there is much greater need for it
to-day.  If a Roval Commission was ap-
pointed to-day, it should be direeted to in-
quire, not how much gold may be pinched,
hut bow the police charged with the duty of
eatehing offenders carvry out that job. As
T know the position and other members
know it, men have been in durance vile re-
peatedly over the vears, and some are i
prison at the present time, for having becn
vaught in possession of gold-bearing ore,
sometimes very small quantities. For that
they have been sent to Fremantle Gaol for
six inonths, without the option of a fine. On
the other hand, of men who have been in
that game tor vears, and according to com-
mon gossip getting away with the big stuff,
no notice whatever is taken. In order that
the gold stealing detection staff may show
what thev are doing, they drop on the little
fellows, who may be ecaught three or four
times. What does the little fellow take gold-
hearing ore away for? He gets about 1 per
cent. of the value, and the other fellow gets
the other 99 per eent. Tt is the little feillow
who goes to Fremantle. One knows of a
policeman who not long ago was sacked
from the gold stealing detection staff and
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who recently bought motor cars and staged
parties  which the pay of sueh officers
usually does not warrant.

Whilst 1 do pot condene jllicit dealing e
gold, I cannot shut iny cyes and cars to
what 40 vears of association with the gold-
ficlds have caused me to realise to the full.
Invariably detectives are semt up from
Perth to “pineh™ men amd planis that prob-
ably are heing used by other men also.
That is what oecurs.  The truth of these
things is aceeplod by the great majority of
the goldfields people. Those people do not
stand for illicit tralficking in gold, but they
do stand for all-round impartial administra-
tion of the law. The chap who is getting
ridd of the big stuif is the one who should he
put out; hut he is not caught. If a Royal
Compmission is needed, it is needed to in-
quire into that aspect. | know inining pretty
well, and I say that while there may be any-
thing from a doxen to 40 mining centres
where there is some dishonesty, the only
loeality  where prosecutions take place is
aronnd Walgoorlie and Boulder. We under-
stand that the Chamber of Mines pays hali
the cost of the itlicit gold dealing staff, T
want to know why the Chamber pays it
I know digzers who have gone to Iremantle
for six months for illicit gold-dealing, If
there is one thing to the credit of the chap
who does take a little bit of gold, it is that
if he vets eanght, he keeps his mouth shut
and does not put anvene away. That, how-
ever, is not to say that he doees not tell the
whole story to someone else: and the whole
story 1% generally o frue story.

Yesterday we were informed hy the Chief
Secretary that aecording to the Commis-
. sioner of Poliee there are only 14 starting-
price betting shops in Kalgoorlie and only
seven in Boulder—not a total of 60, as T had
said. The admission is an exfraovdinary one
to come from the Commissioner of Poliee.
If he knows of the cxisience of those shops,
his ohvious duty is to go after them and close
them up. The Police Ae¢t Amendment Act
of 1893 was the same in 1897 as it is to-day.
Tf members will earry back their minds to
that period—Mr. Holmes, Mr. Bolton, and
AMr. Franklin ean, T think—they will recall
{hat next to the Criterion Hotel in Perth,
there was a betting shop kept by a fellow
named Charlie Cuthbert.

Hon. H. 8. W. Parker:

away.

Three doors

1601

Hon, J. CORNELL: Al the parapher-
nalia that can to-day be scen in the betting
shops of Kalgoorlie and Boulder and Perth
was in evidence then. Next door to Tatter-
sull's Hotel, as My, Williams knows, the late
Jack Cosson had an establishment similar to
those operating to-day. But at that time the
administration of the law was different.
Cuthhert was raided time ofter time, and
anyone caught in his place was ran into dur-
stice vile.  All persons canght were prose-
cuted, and all the paraphernalia was confis-

cated. To-day  the position s that
such  establishments are allowed to  llour-
iwsh dike the green bay lree, no action
whatever heing taken agninst them. Let
me give one illustration from Boulder.
The establishmment exists now. It is a

starting-priee betting shop, erquipped with
all conceivable betting  paraphernalia, and
Tun by the hrother of a sergeant of
police.  The tenant of another shop who
had oceupied it for 17 years was reeently
turned ount to make room for the same
starting-price  hookmaker, who offered
A digger whuwm
vou, Mr. President, know and whom Mr.
Williams and My, Hall know has been as-
ancinted with Boulder for 40-odd years,
ruining a small tohaceonist and hairdress-
ing shop.

Hon, C. B. Williams: He is a good fel-
low, too!

Hon. J. CORNELL: All this digger did
down the years wns to run a sixpenny or
shilling double for his customers. And the
poelice walked in on him and he was fined
£300 That is one instance. The man is
one of the most reputable citizens of Wes.
tern Australia. Ile had no gambling para-
phernalia whatever. All he did was to run
this little book of a sixpenny or shilling
double every Saturday., The occupier of
the other shop I mentioned has never been
prosecuted. I venture to say that if there
has been a raid on his premises, it was
when some unsophisticated young ¢hap
had heen put in there for the day.

Hon. €. B. Williams: Two men were
sent up from Perth to get the other fellow:

Hon. J. CORNELL: Yes, one of the most
reputable citizens in Boulder. When the
police get down to that kind of thing, it
is about time for decent men to kiek up
a row. If there is one section of the com-
munity that T claim to stand for, it is the
decent, law-abiding section. Yet it is men

saleinmmb o Fallloin o1
DU e AW WS LG
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b_clonging to that section who secm to be
singled out for prosecuntion.

Hon. A, Thomson: They ave the mugs.

Hon. J. CORNELL: If My. Williams and
I started a betting shop to-morrow

Hon. C. B. Williams: Not on your life!

Hon. J. CORNELL: —we would be the
first gone after. Why would we be the
ilrst gone after? Because we had not heen
in the game long cnoogh. It would be an
application of what obtains in the ecase of
the gold deteetion staff—the big ehaps who
can pay their way de not go in, but the
little fellows do,

Hon. H. 8. W, Parker: Last on, first off!

Hon. J. CORNELL: Yes. Another extra-
‘ordinary statement of the Commissioner
-of Police was that if the starting-price bet-
ting shops were closed up, the bookmakers
‘would 20 out on the street and the local
anthorities would not take proceedings
against them. 1 ask the Chief Seerefary,
was nobt a man fined £40 in Boulder Jast
Monday for street betting?

" Hon, C. B. Williams: That is so.

Hon. J. CORNELL: I venture to say that
wo man in Western Australin has a greater
admiration for our police foree than I
have. Taking our poliee foree by and
large, we have as fine a body of men as
can be found in the Commonwecalth. If
they were given a free hand, they would do
their job. They did their job by me one
time; I was run in for being found in a
rambling school.

Hon. H. 8. W. Parker: Doubtless you
were getting information!

Hon. J. CORNELL: The diseretionary
power that was given to the police years
ago does not obfain now. We have reached
the state of affairs that has been reached in
Queensland, New South Wales, Victoria
and South Australia, when, as Jack Lang
said, there is need to start on the {all
poppies. Our police foree is sound at the
core, in comparison with records elsewhere.
Tolicemen generally ave anxious to do what
is vight. If left to themselves, they will do
s0; and certain people, who have axes to
grind, shonld not be allowed to get between
the policemen and their duty. If that is per-
mitted, we shall have an unhearable situa-
tion. Why are the police so assiduous in
raiding two-up schools and fan tan schools?
They run in all the participants i those
schools.

[COUNCIL.]

Hon. A, Themson: They ruu ali the poor
“Chinks” in.

Hon. J. CORNELL: The men are charged
with being “in and apon™ a gaming house.
But when it comes to big interests, men whe
run five or six betting shops, we have o dif-
fevent story altogether. Yet boih ave gov-
erned by the same law. Is it logical to run
in a few “Chinks” for playing fan tan and
not proceed against other persons conduct-
ing common gaming houses?

Hon. A. Thomson : Do you want that done
at Walgoorlie?

ITon. J. CORNELIL: Transgressors of the
law should be treated olike. If proceedings
are taken against a few Chinese for playing
tan tan, or against some lumpers who toss a
few pennies, then proceedings shounld e
taken against the propeictors of common
gaming louses. It is common property that
[or years a two-up sehoel has heen in exisl-
enee between Kalgoorlie and Boulder. Any-
one starting in opposition to fhat school
generally lands in the conrt. lven the Sol-
diers” Tnstitute waz raided.

Hon. A. Thomsou: Is there n vested in-
terest in that bwo-up school?

Hon, G, B. Williams: Yes, it has been iu
existence for 20 odd years.

Hon, J, CORNELY.: It has never becn
interfered with, A distinguished visitor
rrom the Eastern Stafes to Kalgoorlic wns
met by a distinguished resident of Kalgoor-
lie, a reputable eitizen, who did all he could
to show the visitor aronnd the town. The
visitor then said, “1 am grateful for all you
have dong for me. T suppose there is no
olher place you ean show me? The XKal-
eoorlie resident said, “Yes, there is one
plaece more. Come out with me.” He took
the visitor to the two-up school. After the
visitor had looked on for 2 while, the Kal-
goorlic resident asked, “Are you surprised
at whom youn sec here?”  The visitor replied,

“No. What T am surprised at is whoe is not
here.”
Hon., H. 8. W. Parker: He wrote an

artiele in the “West Australian?”

Hon. J, CORNELL: My argument is
aimed at the impartial administration of the
law. No man shonld be made a scapegoat.
Another matter to which I desire to refer is
the sale of lottery tickets. T can safely say
there are 21 shops the Commissioner knows
of that sell lottery tickets, and another 30 he
does not know of,

Hon. A. Thomson: Do yon mean to say Le
does not know all of them?
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Hon, J. CORNELL: 1 am sure of that,
Mr. Williams will bear me oitt in the state-
weitt that in Kalgoorlic and Boulder anid
clzewhere every s.p. shop is an ageney for
the Lotteries Commission. In Boulder, there
are only three shops at which a person can
et o shave or a haireat. A hairdresser whe
had been in business at Boulder for 17 years
was forced out and & young fellow, his ap-
prentice, started next door to an s.p. shop
in Buort-street, Boulder. He started as a
leritimate hairdresser and applied to the
Lotteries Commission for permission to sell
lotiery tickets. He was told, however, that
sullicient agencies already existed. The pro-
prietor of the s.p. shop thereupon supplied
the young man with some tickets and the two
halved the commission on sales hetween
them.  The member for Boulder put the gun
into the Commission over that business.

Several deserving people desirous of run-
ning a small husiness have tried to seeure the
right to sell lottery tfickets, but without sue-
cess. I mention one partieular person, a
returned soldier policeman. Mr, Williams
and T both know him. He was removed from
Bonider hosanse of oyecight Grouble; and
untortunately fell down the steps at the
Perth Police Barracks and was rendered un-
fit for further police service. Te obtained a
gratuity from the police force and decided
to set up a small business. AMr, Williams
and other persons and I tried to got him the
right to sell lottery ifickets, but we were in-
formed that sufficient agencies existed, Yot
men ave making a living by selling lottery
tickets only. All the s.p. shops in the
State have the right to sell lottery tickets.
That I think places a premium on gambling,
I do not know what the Lotterics Commis-
sion thinks of it, but I have my opinion,

L now fouch on another point. I do not
know whether I am rightly informed, but
Mr. Williams will correct me if T am wrong,
The men who participated in the recent
trouble at Lancefield were fined in the
Police Court, and I understand no attempt
has been made to collect those fines.

Hon. A. Thomson: What aboul the Collin
eoal frouble?

Hon. C. B. Williams: T am very grateful
fo hear Mr. Cornell say that. It was a con-
tributing factor towards geiting the men
back to work.

Hoa, J. CORNELL: I do not hold with
prosecuting men who kick over the traces in
the industrial world. I have always fought
for the right for men, in a final show-down,
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to duclare their independence and say, “We
will not go on with the job.”

Hon. A. Thomson: They should obey fthe
law.

Hon. J. CORNELL: Nevertheless, the
men ean be indieted. It is the Governmoeni
of he day that puts the law into motion.

Hon. C. B, Williams: The men could have
hung up the mines for another week.

Hon. J. CORNELL: The Government had
no right to put the law into motion as 2
bluff or a means of intimidating the men
An obligation devolves npon the Goveramen
to earry oubt the law. I do not blame the
men for not paying the fines. The error lie
with the powers-that-be who authorised the
prosceution. As I say, I am against suach
prosccutions. Over 30 years agoe I said if
would he impossible to gaol all industrialists

Hon. C. B. Williams: T understand the
Chamber of Mines, not the Government
launched that prosceution. The Chamber of
Mines was asked to take proceedings, bu
when it nseertained the cost, dropped th
matier.

Hon. J. CORNELL: Even so, our law
ave framed by Parilament. Who wouid re
ceive the fines, if paid? The amount would
2o info Consolidated Revenne., I mysell
would not pay a fine of that deseription
Has any attempt been made bo collect th
fines?

Yon, 5. H. H. Hall: Give nofice of a ques
tion. You might be told.

Hon. C. B. Williams: If the men wer
foreed to pay the fines, they would stop worl
again.

Hon. J. CORNELL: If a law is obsolete
the obvious duty of the Legislature is to re
peal or amend it. Failave impartially t
administer the law brings the law into con
tempt. Incidentally, it also brings into con
tempt parliamentarians themselves. I &«
not marvel at the expressions of the publi
about parliamentarians, who appear to b
more eoncerned about votes at eleetion tim
than with what is right or wrong.

The Honorary Minister: Speak for your
self.

Hon. C. B. Willtams: I think the hon
member is speaking for most of us. It i
hard to get upset at eleetion time.

Hon. J. CORNELL: The gospel of righ
should prevail, not the gospel of politica
expediency and who shall occupy the Trea
sury benches. Tf my reading or researel
of recent years has taught me anything, i
has taught- me that failure to administer th
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law and the contempi in which the average
citizen holds the law have been respensible
tor the dictatorships of Hitler and Musso-
lini.

The Honorary Minister: T think yon are
wrong.

Hon. J. CORNELL: Tt is said that a
British community will not stand for a die-
tatorship. but I fear we ave nearer some
drastic action in that direction than many
people think we arve. The obvious duty of
the Government, departmental offieers and
parliamentavians is to administer the law im-
partially and fanly. Should they find in-
stances wheve the law is not so administered,
they should have the backbone fo stand up
and say so. That is what has prompted me
to make these vemarks.

T am jealous for our young people. No
one has a mere profound respeet for our
young people than have T, bhat if there is
one thing enr young people do want, it is
a litle Adizcipline, and they need fto he
directed as to what is right and wrong hy
the proper enforcement of onr laws. I will
give one illustration to indicate where we
are heading. The position with regard {o
elections to-day is that 70 per cent. of the
people of the eommunity do not care a hang
whethor they vote or npt.  They do vote
hecause voting is compulsory, and if they
fail te record a vote they might be fined
£2.  As for their knowledge, I venture to
sugeest that 30 or 40 per cent. of the elec-
tors went to the last Federal poll without
knowing, uniil they received the hallot
paper, who were the Senate candidates. That
condition of affairs has heen brought ahout
because things have heen made so easy. T
can remember the time, 40 or 45 years agn,
when men rode 200 miles in order to vote.

Hon. A. Thomson: They valued the fran-
chise then.

Hon. J. CORNELIL: They valned a pri-
vilege which meant something to fthem and
for which they had had to fight. If our
laws are allowed to drift in the way they
arc drifting and to be treated in a shilly-
shally fashion, and if thereby no good ex-
ample of proper adminisiration is afforded
our people, & bad effect will be produced
on the youth of this country. I apologise
for having spoken at length, but those that
know me best realise that, when T have
something to say, T sav it.

[COUNCIL.]

HON. H. SEDDON (North-East) [5.32]:
T shonld like to make one remark eoncern-
ing  the econtribution of the previous
speaker. No greater proof of the moral
degeneration of the connunity exists than
the manner in which definite aml emphatie
statements soeh as My, Cornell made are
reeeived by the people. e was only vaie-
ing the opinion of many citizens in this
State.  The woneral attitude of the public
i Western Australia is that the law is some-
thing te he sneered at heeause of the ohvi-
ons misapplieation of its provisions and the

obvious disregard of the law by those
charged  with its administration. T have

no need {o say any more in that connection
hecause T have expressed similar views pre-
viously.

With regard to the Bill before the House,
the Chief Seerciary has a great advantage
inasmuch as the fizures he was able to quote
have not vet heen placed in the hands of
members. Those figures indieate to a very
large extent the tendeney that has heen fol-
lowed with rogard to finance generally. The
figures relating fo the financial emergency
tax show an inerease of £10,000 for the
quarier.  The inerease in the income tax
fignres. T think. was £35,000 and that in
respeet of fhe pold profits tax, £31,000. A
point that should be stressed, and one that
has eropped up before and been oxplained
very carefully in the report of the Auditor
General, is that our infevest payments ave
inercasing and that an inerease has taken
place in overseas exchange.

Hon. G. W. Miles: Why should there he
an inercage in the exchange overseas?®

Hon. H. SEDDON: T intend to refer to
that later. The report of the Auditor Gen-
eral is a hig improvement on last year's re-
port, and last veav's veport was an im-
provement on that of the previous year. The
position relating to the unfunded and the
unproductive debt has  been repeatedly
peinted out to members. In the report of
the Auditor General it is set out elearly
in a manner that prevents misunderstand-
ing or misrepresentation. On page 17 of
the report he points cut that of a total debt
of £93,000,000 odd, no less than 44 per cent.
or £41,000,000 represents unproductive debt.
When we  learn  that of the total
debt some £12,000,000 represents defieifs,
funded and unfunded, we realise, as we have
been repeatedly told, how steadily the State
has drifted to the had, and the absolnte



[26 Qcronrr, 1938.]

ueeessity  for  balaneing  our  budges.
Although there has been a big improvemen)
in this respect, we are still budgeting for
deficits. This constitutes a very heavy burdon
on the community: yet we are contentediy
continuing further to inerease that burden
and, as the Auditor Gieneral puints out, the
amount paid into owr sinking fund has
heen  very  largely  absorbed-—about two-
thirds of it, in fact—hy defieits that have been
inearred during the vears. An intervesting
neint about the sinking fund is that whereas
“utder the Financial Agreement, when stock
i~ redeemed or cancelled, the Government has
te pay 414 per cent. on that redeemed stock
inte the sinking tund, if it goes on to the
open market and floats a loan, it pays only
3%} or 3% per cent.; consequently more is
bring paid on redcemed stock than on mew
money.

The eost of exchange on overseas debts,
the Auditor General points out, is still ris-
ing. On page 14 of the report i~ a table
setting out the exchange on interest pay-
ments overseas. The table shows that in
1937 the exchange was €4830.886. Tn 1938
it was £437,154, or an increase of £6,268.
The Auditor General indieates that this in-
crease has been incurrcd because intevest
rates on loans rvaised on the Australian mar-
ket during the last two or three vears have
remained fairly constant at slhightly less £han
4 per cent,, hut he also points out that the
increase in the rate on money which was
horrowed previously for migration purposes
has been reflected in the increased exehange
payments that are being incurred in remit-
ting that money overseas. Ie goes on to say
that while there was a considerable saving i
interest payments hy the conversion loans
that were floated during the depression, we
eannot hope in futnre to effect such big sav-
ings, hecause we have now got down to what
i~ recognised as the market rate for money
overseas. We can therefore look forward to
an inerease proportionate to the amount of
our increased debt each year that we con-
tinue borrowing. Fortunately our borrow-
ing overseas was resiricted, and I hope that
restriction will continue and that overseas
financial anthorities will see to it that no
meney is made available for vs; becanse
there is not the slightest doubt that many of
the difficulties we experienced during the
depression were due to the fact that we had
to make snch heavy payments outside the
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State.  The cost of exchange has been 23
per eent., and I cannot perceive any chance
of its being dimimished, especially in view
ol the large importations Austradia ha= niude
1L recent vears.

Hon. J. Coernell: 1t is more likely to in-
ci'dise.

Hon. 1. SEDDOUXN: The tendengy will be,
as the hon. member peints out, tor the rate
to inereuse, especially in view of the state-
ent wade recently by the Premier of New
South Wales—he advecated a poliey of what
practically aimounts to inflation—which can-
not but be reflected in our relationships over-
seux,  On that aevount those iu charge of
the sinking fund would find it » =ound pol-
ity io devote the whole of the proceeds to
the vedemption of our overseas eommit-
ment<.  Although that would entail addi-
tional exchange payments, we wonld be re-
lieved of that amount of debt. Failiue that,
we may find that it we have in the future to
make the same interest pavments as we are
making to-day, the eost will be greater be-
cawse of the inereaserd exchange.  To dis-
charee our overseas eommitients would he
to plaen the State in a much more #olid posi-
tion than it veeupies to-day.

Rewarding the pnblic debt that was re-
decmed during the last fnaneial vear, the
Auditor General savs, on page 22 of his ve-
port. that £830,061 was vedeemed. Of that
sum, £347471 was redeemed overseas and
£510,5390 in Austenlia,  Thus, about three-
eighths of the redemptions were effected
overseas and Ave-cighths in Australia.

Auother point to which T wish o wake
referenee  concerns  the  State  lusuranee
Office. and 1 weoald emphasise the di=ahility
under which we  laboured when the State
Government Tnsurance Office Bill was wider
dizcursion in not havine before us the
Auditor General’s vepori. On pace 41 of the
report members will find reference to the
revenue that has heen reccived by the State
In=aranee Office in respect ot workers” com-
pro=ation and employers’ liability premiuwms,
In previous reports the revenue from thosc
(wo sources has been separately tabled.  TE
members consult last vear's report they will
discover that the premium income and the
amounts paid in claims for induatrial dis-
eases were proportionafe to those of previows
vears. Comparing the income from accident
premiums with the payments we find that a
heavsy loss oceurred last vear. In the wvear
iust closed those two premiums were com-
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bined, and the result is that we have a state-
ment showing the total premium income
from those two sources. e eannot there-
fore asecrtain what was received in respect
of industrial discases and what was the in-
ecome from aceident insurance premiwms.
We are justified, however, in concluding that
the experience of last year was repeated, and
that by combining those two sums, the loss
being sustained by the aeccident section is
being smothered by the balance in the indus-
trial scetion, We know that in the diseascs
section the revenue is much larger than the
claims, and the balanee amounts to reserves
for contingent liabilities. Seecing that we
are’ going lo diseuss the question of the
validation of the State Insurance Office, we
should have an assurance from the Minister
—and we would be wise to embody if in the
Bill—that in future these funds shall he kept
separate, first, for the purpose of comparison
with the experience of previous years, ang,
further, for the purpose of revising the posi-
tion from time to time as a resuli of the ex-
perience regarding claims. In the statement
of assets and liabilitics, on the 30th June,
1938, we find on page 42 that premiums ont-
standing fotalled £70,730. That figure re-
quires some explanation.

The PRESIDENT : I hope the hon. mem-
ber is not going too deeply into the ¢uestion
of the Bill that will be before the House
presently. Incidental refercnce may be
made to it, but to discuss a Bill that is not
before the House would be going too far.

Hon. H. SEDDON: I appreciate the posi-
tion; I am making these guotations because
that will give the Minister an opportunity
to answer them,

The PRESIDENT: So long as the hon.
member’s references are merely incidental,
he may proceed.

Hon, H. SEDDON: We are dealing with
the question of supply.

The PRESIDENT: That is why I have
given the hon. member so much freedom.

Hon, H. SEDDON: In tbe future these
accounts shouid be kept as they have been
kept in the past. In the best interests of
the State, I consider that the sinking fund
should be applied entirely to overseas debis.
Objection may be raised that the change will
constitute a heavy premium on the interest
payments, since the effect will be to raise the
interest rate from 4 to 5 per cent. The faet
remains, however, that by redeeming over-
seas debis we are stabilising our poesition
because we are reducing our commitments

[COUNCIL.]

there. Before very long, if the propaganda
that is taking place now is continued, and
if the advocates of repudiation by the de-
preciation of our currency get their way,
I think the financiers overseas will be suf-
ficiently wide awake to realise the need for
exercising caution. On that acecount I
shonld like to know whether any solid rea-
sons can be advanced by the Treasurer as
to why we should not concentrate the whole
of our sinking fund payments on our over-
seas debts.

I presume that the figures made avail-
able by the Chief Secretary will be pub-
lished in the “Government Gazette,” and
we shall then be able to make the necessary
comparisons that many of us like to make
to ascertain what progress is taking place
in respect of the State’s finanees. I shonld
also like to ask that the monthly statement
of the finanees be made a litile plainer.
Very frequently we find that the item re-
garding the financial emergency tax is so
many thousands more than it was in the
corresponding month of the previous year.
Records are kept by some of us, and hy
adding the figures it is possible to get
somewhere near the mark. Financial state-
ments eannot be made too plain, especially
in respect of taxation, and I snggest to the
Treasurer that in the future the items he
set out plainly and definitely so that we
shall be able to make comparisons. My
desire in speaking on the Bill was simply
to deal with the questions arising from a
perusal of the Aunditor General’s report. I
commend that report to the attention of
members becanse it contains some solid
reading and sound advice. We should con-
gratulate the Auditor General, whose stafe-
ment puts the position of the State as it
actually is. T support the Bill.

HON. C. F. BAXTER (East) [552]: It
has not been my custom to speak on a Bill
of this nature, but there are one or two
matters on which I desire to touch that
should receive the attention of the Govern-
ment. Every member of the Legislature is
aware of the parlous condition of the
wheat-growing iodustry. Legislation is to
he brought forward for the purpose of as-
sisting the agrieulturist.
are faced nof only with a very bad market
but also with very bad prospects. Indeed
the prospects are far worse than many
people thought, due to the sparse rainfall

We in this State .
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over the agricultural areas. 1 am not going
to refer to the absence of seasonal rains as
a drought because that would be wrong. On
the occasion of a recent visit to the agricul-
tural districts I found that in certain parts
some farmers on light country would har-
vest from 8 to 12 bushels to the acre, while
on heavier country their neighbours’ pros-
pects were as bad as they could be. So we
cannot ascribe failure and fair suceess in
arcas that are practically adjoining to what
is usvally referred to as a drought.

What I draw attention to particularly is
that whilst relief is fo be afforded from the
Federal standpoini, a duty devolves upon
the State Government, and that duty is to
meet the position of those farmers who have
been practically wiped out because of the
shortage of rain. In many instances, for
the fourth year in succession, farmers have
met with failure. This applies to a bhig
area, and money will have to be found to
enable those people to ecarry on. It is im-
portant that the State should endeavour to
save a large proportion of those who for so
long have been engaged in the wheat-grow-
ing industry and have fought on so gamely.
There ave, of course, people who would ad-
vise us to let the wheat industry =o alto-
gether, but I want members to visualise
what would happen to Western Australia
if we permitted wheat-growing even to lan-
guish. We have no secondary industries,
at any rate not any of consequence, and
we depend entirely upon primary produc-
tion. Wheat is our main primary industry
and what would happen if our wheat pro-
duction fell below 20,000,000 hushels? Can
members realise the serious position in
which we would be placed? Dwm-
ing the present season the main
portion of ovr wheat will come from the
inner areas, and through short freight
charges the railways are going to suffer ae-
cordingly. What astounded me was that in
a recent Press statement, no less a person
than the Premier referred fo the collabora-
fion between the Federal and the State Gov-
ernments regarding the imposition of a flour
tax for the benefit of one section only,

The Honorary Minister: For the henefit
of the farmers.

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: Did anyone ever
hear such nonsense! The wheat industry
benefits every man, woman and child in the
State and is a wonderful industry for the
produetion of revenune. What a slip the
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Premier made when he referred to the
wheatgrowers’ legislation as being for the
benefit of one section only! Surely, in his
calmer moments he will realise the serious
error he committed! Actually, he made com-
parisons between the wheat legislation and
the Industrial Arbitration Act Amendment
Bill. The latter measure affects only those
who operate under it. They are very fortun-
ate people indeed to bave legislation of that
kind to proteet them. 1t gives them a com-
fortable position in life in connection witir
the duties they have to carry out.

Hon, A. Thomson: And an assured in-
come, too,

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: The Premier tells
us that we in this House are unmindfu] of
the interests of the workers. I repeat, the
workers are very fortunate indeed to have a
statute like the Industrial Arbitration Act
under which te work. Parliament has laid it
down that if a person breaks the law, he
shall pay the penalty. Of what use is the
law if it is not obeyed? When the law was.
not observed on the goldfields, the prose-
cution did not come from the Government
but from the Chamber of Mines. The fines,
however, were never collected. Those whe
work under the Industrial Arbitration Aect
are in a fortunate position. They are work-
ing under good conditions, with good pay,
and they enjoy many luxuries. Those in the
wheat industry, by contrast, on the average
have not had a decent living for the past
four years, and are still without any pros-
pects for the immediate future, Notwith-
standing that, the Premier refers to them as
“a section.”

Hon. A. Thomson: And they work slightly
more than 44 hours a week.

The Honorary Minister: The workers
would keep the farmers on the land.

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: Last Saturday T at--
tended a meefing of 150 seitlers in the large
hall at Walgoolan. It was not a hot-headed
gathering. Notwithstanding the many suof-
ferings these people have endured through
four vears of failure, and despite the fact
that their labour has gone for nothing and
their wives and families have been Teduced
to a state of penury and cannot even obtain
the necessaries of life, no hot feelings were
shown. These farmers have no brightness to
loock forward to. They met in conference
throughout the afternoon and inte the night,
all the time preserving a caim and cool atti-
tude. They were trying to find a way to ob-
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tain suflicient mouney to enable thew to carry
on for another seazon and re-establish them-
sclves.

Hon. G. W. Miles: Have you not pledged
your party to half a million?

Hon, €. F. BAXTER: Yes, and it will be
needed.

Hon. J. Cornell: It would not have been
too much hadd the hon. member done so.

Hon. €. F. BAXTER: The settlers kept
wonderfully cool throughout {he mecting.

Hon. A, Thomson: Halt a million wonld
not be too much.

Hon. C. ¥F. BAXTER: A substantial
amount will be requived to relieve the situa-
tion. From Ghooli to Ajana the State has
a great deal of wmoney af stake. At
the sathering L saw four or five bank repre-
senlatives, as well as representafives of the
Agrieultural Bank.  This business iz not
merely the business of a seetion of the com-
munity. The Government is divectly inter-
ested, and must appreciate the necessity for
finding reliel money at once. I wurge the
Premier to make an annonncement as early
as possible on this important question. The
Commissioners of the Agrienltural Bank
have, to the bhest of their ability, acted
promptly and sympathetically, buf they do
not know how far they can go. They have
stated they cannot visit the settlers in the
different eentres, and that those coneerned
must attend the district agencies of the
Bank. The settlers have not the means to
transport themselves to Merredin. The Com-
missioners, therefore, should visit other
centres,

One has only to look out of the train at
Walzoolan to see the enormous facilities
provided for handling wheat in bullk.  The
same thing applies at Moorine Rock. Muk-
inbudin, Moovine Rock and Walgoolan in
the past have vielded record crops of wheat
that have been sncecssfully handled at the
railway sidings and warranted the provision
made. What is to become of the assets rep-
resented by the farms? They must be pro-
tected. People ask what the Federal Gov-
ernment intends to do. This matter concerns
the State. If the State Government can
prevail npon the Federal authorities fo step
into the hreach, I for one shall he very
Pleased.

The Honovary Minister: The wrong Gov-
ernment is in office there.

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: For the past five
vears the State Government has had a lot

[COUNULL

to thank the Federal Goverument for, aud
has received a tremendous amount of money
on behait of the producing inierests of
Western Australia. 1 am not sure ihat the
Federal Government can do anything to re-
lieve the sitwation. My fear is that the
Eastern States” infiuence behind o Jarge
body of members in the House of Represen-
tatives will prevent the Federal Govermnent
from doing more than it has done. T come
to this conclusion from reading the debates
that have occurred when primary industries
have come up Ffor diseussion. The Govern-
ment has had a hard and hitter fight to se-
cure money for the assistanece of our prim-
ary industries. This duty develves first upon
the State. We should not hide our heads in
the sand. The money must be found. We
must save the assets of the State, cven if
the deficit be inereased. We must also save
these mood people who have stuck so solidly
by their properties.

There is no need to talk of giving help to
this, that or the other section of the com-
munity. We must provide the wherewithal
to maintain the revenues of the State and
protect its investments. No Government
could say to the seftiers, “Get off your land.
It is not a sound idea from the point of view
of the taxpayers.” [ admit that somne of the
arveas could be devoted fo grazing., Although
the land has had a run of bad seasons, it
should not he condemned as fit for grazing
only. It is from these distriets that such
enormous vields have been derived in normal
seasons. We are hound to revert to normal
sepsons and larger returns. I asked the
chairman of the meeting what his experience
as a wheatgrower had been. He said that
he had been in the distriet sinee 1929, and
that from his property at Westonia he had
in the intervening vears averaged 17%
bushels of wheat to the aere. What is wrong
with that?

Hon. C. B. Williams: He is probably a
good farmer.

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: I do not know his
property. The land only requires moisture
fo grow big crops.

Hon. (. B. Wood: What did he get this
vear?

Hon. . F. BAXTER: His prospective
returns are fairly good.

Hon. J. .J. Holmes:
assisfance.

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: And is not asking
for it. Three of the settlers at the meeting

He does not need
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told me they had received their superphos-
phate in June. T wonld not sow an acre of
my Jand after the end of May. although my
property is so much nearer Perth than is
Walgoolan. XNo wonder some of the crops |
saw were 50 short! The Government must
take a more serions view of this matter than
it is doing, judging by the attitude of the
Premicy, as vevealed in the Press. The Gov-
ernment must find a large sum of money io
protect its own assets as well as to velieve
distress in the farming areas. No doubt the
hanks will do what thev can, but the Gov-
ecrnment must also play its part. We do net
want these properties to be ahandoned and
to vevert to Nature. T urge members to do
their utmost to persnade the (fovernment to
re-establish this particular section of the
agricaltural aveas, where the seftlers have
had such a irving time over so long a period.

HON. A. THOMSON (South-East}
[6.12]: T support some of the remarks
macle by Mr. Cornell. The charges he has
levelled  aganinst  the administration of
the laws of the eowmtry
the (overnment caunse for grave concern.
There is a peneral feeling with respect 10
s.p. befting that the fall poppies are eseap-
ing mind that those concerned are making use
of un=ophistieated vouths, who are allowing
them=elves to be charged and fined hecause.
in the eves of the law, they have heen doiny
gsomething illegal.

The Chief Secretary: That is not the in-

shanld  eive
qive

ference (o he drawn from My, Cornell’s
remarks,
Hon., A, THOMSON: His charge was

more grave than that, and T support him in
what he =aid. Tt is generally believed that
there is considerable {axity in the administra-
tton of our laws. If Chinamen are raided.
every man on the premises is charged with
being in a gaming house, and fined accord-
inrly. Nothing like that happens in the case
of =p. betting. The whole thing has hecome
a publie scandal.

Sitting suspended from 6.13 to 7.30 p.m,

Hon. A. THOMSOX: In effect, the
eharges levelled by Mr. Cornell against the
Poliee Department come under the heading
of what is commonly referred to as “graft.”
They also indicate loose adminisiration. I
regard those charges as scrious, and, in my
opinion, a Royal Commission should be ap-
pointed immediately to aseertain why hotel-
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keopers on the goldtields are allowed to flout
the faw.  The position regarding starting-
price hetting and gold-stealing should al=o
be investigated,

Hon. C. B. Williams: Perhaps there was
a little hit of envy in his remarks.

Hon. A, THOMSOXN: A Royal Commiz-
=ion should he appointed to ascertain who i
really responsible for the breaking of the
law xo that those eoncerned may be bhrought
to hook. T refer not only to the small pop-
piex but also to the {all ones. The charges
levellod against the Government are so seri-
ous that they should he cleared up.

I now desire to turn my attention to one
or two other matters,  Recently T asked o
series of gunestions, and 1 feel T must con-
wratalate the officer responsible for framing
the replies upon his zkill in what I regaml
a= attempts to misiead the House.

The PRESIDENT: Order! I am quite
sure that the hon. wmember does not impute
any charge of that nature to the Minister?

Hon. A, THOMSON: I specifically men-
vioned the officer who prepared the replies.
i presume the Munster «id not prepare
them himself,

The PRESIDEXT: That is how I inter-
preted the hon. member’s remarks, but to
make certain 1 put my question to him.

Hon, A, THOMSON: Op the 29th
September | oasked certain questions in the
House with a view to obtaining information
regarding the distribution of the Federal
grant  of £200,000 made available to the
State  Governments to provide technieai
training for unemploved vouths who, owing
fo the depression. have unfortunately been
debarred  from  learning trades. I drew
aftention to the Fact that New South Wales
had received £79,000, which the State Gov-
crnment had subsidized to the extent of an
additional - £100,000. T pointed out that
Victoria  had reeeived £55,000 and the
State Government had supplemented that
sum by an equal amount. I also showed
that South Australia had received £15,000,
and Tasmania £18,000. and that the Govern-
ments of those two States had subsidised
their respective grants on  the pound-for-
pound hasis. I proceeded to ask the Minis-
ter to inform the House what steps were be-

" ing taken to implement the technieal train-

ing of mmemployed vonths in Western Aus-
tralin. 1 had previoushr mentioned that the
Prime Minister had indicated in the House
of Representatives that he was awaiting in-
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formation regarding Western Australia. The
reply T received was—

Extensions in the system of techmieal train-
ing at the Terth Technieal College, Kalgoorlic
and Wiluna Sehools of Mines and Muresk Agri-
cultural College have been cffeeted and plans
for further cxtensions are now being prepared.

In my qgnestion I asked when the Federal
(Giovernment could expect the desired in-
formation regavding the proposals of the
Western Australian CGovernment, and the
reply was—

Information was forwarded to the Hon. the
Priwme Minister on tho 20th Scptember.

Nok considering thosc replics satisfactory,
I asked a further gumestion on the 18(h Ocio-
Ler as follows:—

As New South Wales, Queensland, South Aus-
tralia and Tasmanian have subsidised by pound
for pound the Federal grant to provide for
techimienl training and seeuring skilied employ-
ment for youths in their respective States: 1,
Does the Government intend to supplement the
£14,000 granted to this State by a pound for
pound subsidy? 2, How many youths have been
trained for teehnical and skilled employment in
this State? 3, How many youths have obtained
employment as a result of soch training? 4,
What does the Governmment propose to do with
its portion of the 1928-39 gramnt provided by
the ¥ederal Government for training of youths
in technieal teition with a view to their obtain-
ing skilled employment?

The reply to that question was framed, in
my opinion, with the intention of misleading
ihe Houwse. The reply furnished through
the Chief Seeretary was—

1, The State Government has to finance the
whole of the expenditurc in eonncetion with the
maintenance of all such technical training.

That is the commencement of the reply, and
I say definitely that is deliberate misrepre-
sentation. The reply continned—

2, At present 1,100 are receiving technical
training as skilled mechanics at Perth, Mid-
land Junetion and Fremantle, There are 700
being trained at Kalgoorlic and Wiluna as
skilled mining men. In addition, 250 are re-
ceiving training in cleetric and oxy-welding,
motor meehanies and nero engineering. No
students are completely trained at technieal
schools for techmieal or skilled cmployment.
They are primarily trained in workshops, but
sueh training is supplemented at the technieal
schools.

3, As far as is known, those who have re-
ceived such training have obtained employment.

The grant of £14,000 provided by the Fede-
ral Government was for the specific purpose
of providing opportunities for the young
wmen included in what we have referred fo as

e

[COUNCIL]

the “lost legion,” to learn o trade or a pro-
fession.  Seeing that 1 asked 2 doefinite
quostion with a view to finding out how that
money had been expended, I cannof eongra-
trulate the Government on the reply furnished
to members. That reply amounts to noth-
ing less than deliberate  mistepresentation
As a matter of fact, the State Government
has done absolutely nothing in the direction
of finding employment ov providing those
young nien with opportunities to learn trades
or professions.

Hon, 5. H. II. Hall: The Government ap-
pointed a Royal Commission.

Hon, A. THOMSON: Yes, and we are
told that some of the recommendations of the
Roxal Commission will he adopted. Other
States have provided a ponnd-for-pound sub-
sidy to augment the Commonwealth grant,
regurding the Federal Government’s aetion
as a gesture to he met with equally eom-
mendable efforts on their own part.

Hon, E. H. H. Hall: Every State has done

something.
Hon, A. THOMSON: Except Western
Ausiralia.  All that has been done here has

been to provide some buildings. The reply
to my «question conelnded with the follow-
ing:—

4, Proposals for additional buildings and
equipment f£or the inereased technienl trainiag
of youths have been submitted to the Common-
wealth Government for approval.

The money was not provided by the Federal
Government for that purpose. The reply
set out that, “as far as is known, those who
have received such training have obtained
employment.” If the Government and those
in charge of the expenditure of the Com-
monwealth fands were sineere in the inten-
tion to furnish information to the House,
they would have heen in a position to say
that so wany had learned trades and =o
many had received positions. That is not
the way to treat & member of this Chamber
who endeavours to find out what has heen
done with the money provided by the Federal
Government. Many of these young fellows
are now 23 or 24 years of age, and, in view
of the vestrictions placed upon industry by
Arbitration Court awards, I cannot see any
hope of their ever getting oul of the ruf.
The Government has failed in dealing with a
task that rightly belongs to it. Unlike
other Stafes, this Government has done
absolutely nothing econstrucfive. In effeet,
the Government say to these young
fellows, “So far as we are concerned, you



{26 Ocrouer, 1938.]

cau be ptek and shovel men for the rest of
vour lives” T fcel I have a duty to these
voung men who have heen deharved from
opportunitics to learn trades.
ployer were {0 cngage some of those who
are 21 or 22 years of age, he would lay
himself open te prosecution by a union
secretary or some other individual for pay-
ing wages under the prescvibed rate. The
future for these voung men is almost hope-
less; they have little or no epportumty to
learn skilled trades or professions, and so
I c¢laim that the Government has fallen
down on iis joh. The Minister’s reply
showed that proposals for additional build-
ings and equipment for fechnical training
have been submitted to the Commonwealth
Government for approval, buf that work is
part and parcel of the edneational fune-
tions of the State Govermment. Certainly
the Federal Government did not make the
grant available for any such purpese as the
crection of buildings. The Aunditor Gene-
ral, on page 33 of his report, indicates how
the money was expended, and says—

A grant of £14,000 was received by the State
from the Commonwealth during the year wnder

Commonwealth Act No. 37 of 1937, Section 4
of the Aet reads:—

The amount granted to a State by this Aet
is granted upen the condition that it is used
by the State in such manner and subject to
such conditiongs as the Minister approves, in
providing facilitics for the training for, and
the placing in, cmployment of persons be-
tween the ages of cighteen and twenty-five
¥years, -

When T asked my questions, the Govern-
ment knew what information I sought and
knew the conditions under which the Com-
monwealth grant had been made available.
Admittedly one or two classes have heen
started, but I should like to know how
many young men who attended those classes
have suceceded in obtaining employment
and getting out of the ruck of unskilled
workers. The replies given to my questions
do not refleet any c¢redit upon the Govern-
ment hecause of itheir evasiveness.

I congratnlate the Auditor General upon
the excellent report he has submitted for
the consideration of Parliament. Years
ago when I was a member of another place,
I used to delve into many questions dealt
with by him and I often asked him for ex-
planations. I frankly admit that frequently
T left him feeling as wise as when I went
to him. If an ordinary company submitted

If any em-
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ils report and balance sheet in the way
that Government reports and balance zheets
are submitied, somec of the officers respon-
gsible wounld have to answer for their ad-
ministration in a court of law. The way
the finances have been manipulated—and
this applics not only to the present Govern-
ment but {0 former Governments——

The Chief Seeretary: It does not apply
to an individual.

Hon. A, THOMSOX: I am not charging
any individual; T am charging Governments
over quite n number of years.  The fact
cannot be gainsaid that the present Admin-
istration is earrying on as far as possible
the system that was in vogue when it took
charge of affairs. Years age when we were
receiving  allegedly cheap money—and a
wood deal was made of its cheapness at the
time—the then Government paid a rate of
only 1Y% or 2 per cent. interest, but the
settlers, most of whom were not in a posi-
tion to pay, were charged 7 per cent., and
the difference was paid inte revenne. That
was not the intention when the cheap money
Was aunde vadinide, but ©hat is what oe-
curred. '

I eongratulate Mre, Seddon upon the
keenness with which he invariably seratin-

ises  and  analyses the finances of the
State. If members looked up many
of the statements made by him  and

Mr. Holmes about the finances of the State
and the general financial administration,
they would realise that each of those two
members is in a position to say, “T told you
so0.” However, their protests seem to have
had no effect, Under the present Auditor
General I think we ave likely to get the fin-
ances placed on a better footing. T take
this opportunity to congratulate that officer
upon the frarless manner in which he has
tackled the problem of placing the financial
position fairly hefore the people.

One matter that I have dealt with pre-
viously, not only in this House but in an-
other place, is the peculiar method of finance
adopted in conneetion with the Fremantle
Harbour Trust.  If members refer to the
Auditor General's report and also the report
of the Fremantle Harbour Trust Commis-
sioners, they will find that during the years
1935-38, the Trust, after meeting all charges
suech as interest, sinking fund and working
expenses, paid into Consolidated Revenue
£274,999. In years gone by larger sums pro-
portionately were paid into Consolidated
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Revenue cach vear than are being pmd in
at present, and a considerable amount was
added to the eapital account of the Trust.
No private individual could finanee his af-
fairs in that way. The last three years have
witnessed a reduetion in the ecapital expendi-
ture, but despite the fact that £274,999 was
paid into Consolidated Revenue in 1935-38,
during the same period £33,140 was added to
the loan indebtedness of the Trnsf. Is it any
wonder, then, that our finances are drifting
into a parlons position? The Auditor Gen-
eral, on page 79 of his report states—

The use of loan woney for the purpose of
meeting the cost of replacements ean only he
justified to the extent of fhe provision made
for redemption of the original capital cost of
the assets replaced and any other reserves which
may bhe availalile to meet the cost of renewals,
and then only on the assumption that it is not
intended to provide asscts free of debt. The
replacement portion of the expenditure on re-
congtruction has slightly execeded the availahble
reserves, and the use of loan money for further
replacement work will result in over-capitalisa-
tion. Questions relating to the applieation of
the sinking fund provision towards meeting the
deprecintion of eapital assets nnd the adequacy
of the nmount set aside for rencwals have heen
submitted to the Treasury for consideration,

Interest, sinking fund, and surplus amount-
ing in total fo £257,412 17s. 4d. paid to Cen-
golidated Revenne Fund, ns shown in the Trust’s
revenue account, have been absorhed in the gen-
ernl transaetions of that fund. The redemp-
tion of the loan liahility, thercfore, although
provided for in the Trust’s nccounts, entirely
depends upon fhe ability of the State to meet
contributions to the National Debt Sinking
Fund without recourse to the use of horrowed
money.

That is the position, and it applies not only
to the present Government but to all the
Governments that have been administering
the affairs of the State for ycars. The Gov-
ernment has taken earnings into revenue and
has eharged renewals, ete,, to loan account.
In one year the State Budget showed a small
surplus of about £10,000, though there may
be some doubt as to whether there really was
a surplus. However, when we realise the
enormons amount of unfunded debts that
has to be met, those in charge of the finan-
cial affairs of the State, and particularly the
Treasurer, must have a very worrying time,
and could, with the Anditor General and
others, wish that better business methods
had heen adopted in the past. Tet us hope
that sinee the Auditor General has placed
matters fairly and squarely before us in his
report, bhetter results will be achieved.

[COUNCIL.)

With  Mr. Baxter and other members
representing couniry constituencies, | view
the fotwre with  considerable  miswivings,

+What is woing to he done to keep our =ettlers

on their holdings?  When Mr. Baxter was
speakitiy the Honovary Minister interjected,
SOf conrse the workers will keep the farm-
ers on the lnd.”  Many of our farmers
wonld feel exeeedingly happy had they heen
in the fortunate position of many of the
workers who have permaneng jobs in and
ahout the metropolitan area amd in other
parts of the State. We have o eou=iderable
amount of money at stake in onr yural aveas,
which naturally nmst eanse the Government
considerable concern, but we must coneede
that the farmers are not responsible tor the
patlons position in which they find them-
selves to-day.,  More rightly it =hould »e
wseribed to an art of God.  Over a ammber
of vears they have had no erop. They have
had the mortilication of falling deeper into
debt ench yoar as a resnlt of putting in
crops, purchasing saper and receiving no
return,  notwithstanding  that  they  have
worked from dayvlight to dark.

I tssne this warting that if those wen amd
women are to he allowed to walk off their
farms—and many of fhem have reached the
stage of seriously eontemplating that step—
the duty of providing them with work or
shatenanee will devolve wpon the Govern-
ment. That sympathetic eonsideration shonld
he extenrded to the settlers is ohvious, Sueh
a conrse would be in the interests of the
whole of the people. T do not snggest the
sympathetie  consideration  that  might e
summed up in the sentenee, “We will ad-
vanee you s0 mueh money and charge von
so much interest and take a lien that will he
a first charge on the proceeds of vour erop
in the coming season.” The Government
will have to take a long view of the matter
and serionsly consider making a grant to the
producers in the shape of super and other
essentials, and not charge the full amount
for those requirements. I do not say that
the farmers ave asking for charitv. Far
from it.  Still, if we are going to keep the
settlers on the land, we must do something
to maintain their morale and we must give
them something to work for. 1 strongiy
support Mr. Baxter and other countrv
representafives in urging the Government to
consider the position serionsly.

As Mr. Baxter said, we are nof appealing
for assistance for one particular class. The
failure of those men in the wheat arens
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wonld not he confined to the Lailure of
business men in those districts and in the
towns that have sprung up in those centres:
it would be severely felt in the city as well.
I divect the attention of the Honorary Minis-
ter 1o the fact that when the wheat industry
is being carvied on snecessfully, it provides
an enormous amount of work and revenue for
the Railway Department. Lt provides more
work than does any other industry in the
State. Railway employees, carters, and the
lumpers at Fremantle, whom the Honorary
Minizter represents, as well as the shipping
interests, share in the bencfits when wheat
growing is profitable. I again voice my
protesi at the replies given to my guestions
regarding the yvouth employment funds. 1
commend the Aunditor General for his report,
and urge the Government seriously to con-
sider the position of the seitlers in the wheat
areas. Many of those scttlers are :utfering
through lack of rain for the fourth conzeru-
tive season, and are in such a pavlous posi-
tion that execeptionally svinpathetic treat-
ment is essential. 1 have no desire to epposc
the second reading of the Bill. The Govern-
ment must have funds with which to carry
on the affairs of the State, but | regret that
so much money has to he provided from loan
funds instend of revenue.

HON. E. H H. HALL (Central) [8.0]:
I do not know that T would have had any-
thing to say on the Bill were it not for the
very serious statemenfs made by Mr. Cor-
nell this evening. That hon. member is, if
not the oldest member of the House, one of
the oldest. When a member of Mr. Cornell’s
standing makes such extremely serious state-
ments, it is ineumbent upon the Government
to lake some action. Who is not interested
in the deplorable state of affairs which the
hon. member gave us to understand oxists
in this community fo-dax! The Gov-
cernment shonld afford the hon. member, and
others, an opportunity to prove before a
Royal Commission the trnth of the state-
ments they have made. Yet another Royal
Commission! While speaking of Royal
Commissions I am reminded that in a few
short months members of another place will
2o hefore the highest tribunal, their electors.
I feel sure that after the general election a
seetion of them will enter into a rest of at
least three years, to which they are entitled.
They are indeed weary.

Making another little diversion from Mr.
Cornell’s eriticisms, let me say the thanks of
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the House are due to Mr, Thomson for the
manner in which he persistently calls atten-
tion to that serious problem confronting the
whole of Australia—youth employment. The
hon. member has not besitated, even though
the effort scems futile, to bring under notice
time and again that most serions and im-
portant question. To-night he has stated,
without any heat, that the Government of
this State is the only Government in Aus-
tralia that has not endeavoured to do some-
thing to improve the outlook for our youth.
What a disgraceful record with which to go
hefore its masters next March!

Mr. Cornell dealt with gold stealing, bet-
ting oftences, and the liquor laws. Let me
again say that I consider the Government
should atford him an opportunity of prov-
ing the truth of those statements. T
would be sorry fo think that high officials in
the departments mentioned by Mr. Cornell
are not endeavouring to do their duty in the
same manner as the rank and file. No Gov-
ernment with a pvoper sense of the fitness of
things can afferd to ignore allegations made
by a member of Parliament who has the
standing of My Cornall
told us of things comcerning which he had
personal knowledge—not things he had read
in the papers.

I agree with members who have spoken
about the parlous eondition of many of our
wheat farmers. The drought is nnt Siate-
wide, but the season has been most peeuliar.
Members passing through Mullewa and the
Central Provinee will know that what T am
about to say is correct, Many of the
farmers there ave in for a very bad time in-
decd. Yet on the Mullewa phitform only
last Mondax I wa< told of a farmer in the
north who ha< one of the bhest erops he ever
had, s'mply beeavse patchy rain gave him
60 or 30 points just wen he wanted it. The
rain missed (h» ves* o the distriet. And seo
it is all through. On the Gernldton side of
Worthampion rnl also  on the Grecnouch
flat<, some beautiful erops may he se n. But
in the main it is no” so. I spent 24 hours,
from Monday til] Tuesday mornine, in ihe
train coming down for my weekly parlia-
mentary doties: and T arrived in the eity a
sad man indeed. The tronble has lasted not
onc xcar, but over a series of vears. Ex-
treme hardships prevail among our farming
people. If one sometimes says hard things
abont highly-paid civil servants, it i5 hecause
one knows of the terrible sitnation of people
who are endeavouring to wrest a living from

Tha hon. membas
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mother earth. They have to put wp with
all those grievous disadvantages of which I
regret Lo say my portion of the State has
had more than its fair share during the last
fow years,

In the eity there appears to be no realisa-
tion of the difficulties confronting the farm-
ing eommunity. It is no use to get up heve
and sav, as I have heard various members
say—I want them to take this kindiv—that
theve is wilful misvepresentation. No highly-
placed civil servant or Minister of the Crown
wonld wilfully mislead, sinee he is bound fo
be found out. To do so would be silly. T
am sure the Premier did not mean fo say
that any assistance given fo the wheat indus-
iry is of a scetional character. The Pre-
mier is too sensible a man to mean that. I
know he is reported te have said it, and T
was amazed when I read his words. I ab-
solve the Premier from meaning what le
said. His many years in the public Life of
this State have made him too broad-minded
a man to express so narrow a view. I am
sure the people of my native town, which
the Premier represents, would not helieve
that he intended to convey such a meaning.
The Honorary Minister and the Chief Sec-
retary may langh. This is too serious a sub-
Jeet to taugh about! If T speak feelingly, it is
becanse my feelings are aroused. As long
as those two hon. gentlemen are in reecipt
of over a thousand a year each—

The PRESIDENT: Order!

Hon. E. H. H. HALL: So long as I do not
make them weep, I do not mind how much
they laugh. T hate o sec anybody eryv, I
absolve the Premier of the narrow-minded
view he is reported to have taken of assist-
ance granted to the wheat industry. I plead
with the Government to rise to the occa-
sion and do its duty by pcople who have
put up so magnificent a fight dorving the
last few wyears,

I was greatly surprised to read in the
Press, or else in “Hansard,” reecenfly that
the Scervetary to the Premier’s Department
had benefite? by the inerease in the hasie
wage. I wonder how the rank and file of
the service, who are so seriously in need of
that increase, aceording to evidenee tendered
to the Arvbitration Court, will feel on learn-
ing that a man in reeceipt of about £1,500
a year benefits by a rise in the hasic wage!
I wonder if that increase will he featured
next March! )

[COUNCIL.]

Hon. C. B. Williams: Whom would you
expect to feature it? The Government?

Hon. E. H. . HALL: Reverting to the
wheat-growing industry, as if it was not
had enough te have an indifferent season,
aeeompanied by wool not of the best qual-
ity because of lack of feed, not forgetting
the difficulty as regarvds feed to tide over
until fresh feed eomes along, and also bear-
ing in mind (he poor prices, we have to

reckon with an iavasion of grasshoppers.

T understand that in Sonth Africa arseni-
cal poisoning of the pest has been attended
with loss not only of stock but also of
human beings. I have here the “Mullewa
Mail”? of the 15th OQctober, which states—

In South Africa not a locust eompaign has
passed without taking one or more human lives
and ruining the health or eyesight of some of
thie workers.

The paper further states—

Tlustrative of the cnormous damuge that

may occur in the use of arsenie sprays is a re-
port of an aclion by the Oslo Land Co., Ltd.,
at Pretoria, against the Minister for Agricul-
ture for £50,000. The company alleged that the
spraying of its farms by the Government had
caused the deaths of 324 head of cattle. Stock
farming had to he discontinued, and surviving
cattle sold at a loss of £9,083. The market
value of the property deprecinted by £38913.
The action was lost on a fechnieality,
T give that information for what i is
worth. Doubtless our Department of Agri-
culture has heard of the wmatter. Before
leaving the subject of grasshoppers I may
mention that to-day I recetved a letter sum-
moning a meeting to be held at Mingenew
on the 5th November for the purpose of
considering means to deal with this most’
alarming pest.

Hou. C. B. Williams: Give the hoppers
another ten days’ start while talking about
them !

Hon. E. II. H. HALL: Mr. Cornell’s stake-
ments reflectine on the Police Department
carry my mind baek to a news item I read
in a Western Ausiralian paper on the Gth
September last. This is the item—

As the result of legislation introduced by an
earlier Stevens Government, the Commissioner
was given immensely wide powers and became
answerable only te Parliament, and it now
needs a very substantial majority of Parlia-
ment to dismiss the Commissioner.

Before I read the extract, I mentioned that
I thought it was high time the Commissioner
of Police, like the Auditor General, was
made responsible to Parliament. That ex-
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tract gives me some support. Both Houses
of Parliament make the laws, and it is but
a natural corellary that the man charged
with the duty of enforcing observance of
the laws, namely, the Commissioner of
Police, should not be under the direction of
a Minister of the Crown. I wish to make
quite clear, however, that I am not casting
any reflection upon the present Minister.

The Chief Secretary: I hope not.

Hon. E. H. H. HALL: The Commissioner
of Police in New South Wales has been madae
responsible to Parliament. If that were
done here, members would not be wondering
whether our Commissioner of Police was
under the domination of either the Govern-
ment or the Minister.

The other evening we heard a great deal
about the duties of auditors. Several mem-
bers referred to the improvement that has
heen made in the Aunditor General’s report.
I have not yet had time to peruse the re-
port. It was said, however, the other even-
ing—and T am quite prepared to believe the
statement—that the Auditor General, with
bis preseui stall, s unable to underiake ths
auditing of accounts for the Rottnest Board
of Control and similar undertakings, whose
accounts are aundited by private anditors. If
the Awuditor General is unable to audit the
accounts of those comparatively small
boards, to expect him to aundit the accounts
of the State’s largest trading eoncern, the
railways, would be altogether unveasonable.
What do we find in the Railway Depart-
ment? There is o person designated ac-
eountant, who is in control of the accounts
and audit branch of that department. The
persen who holds the dnal position of audi-
tor and accountant is an officer of the Com-
missioner: he is subordinate to the Commis-
sioner. He audits the aceounts of the Rail-
way Department and presents his report to
the Commissioner. I am not a certificated
accountant, but I wonder how many mem-
hers have fried to make something ouf of
the veluminons report submitted to Parlia-
ment by the Commissioner of Railways deal-
ing with the workings of the departments
that come under his control.
Serviee List is issued to each member of Par-
liament yearly. I have the list for 1938,
in which will be found the name of every
officer employed in the Public Service of
the State, no matter how humble his posi-
tion may be.

The Publie ,
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Hon, L. B. Bolton: I do not think you will
find the name of every member of the Pub-
lic Serviee in that list.

Hon. E. H. H, HALL: The hon. member
should be sure. Theie ave 1,662 public ser-
vants. All kinds of partienlars are set out
in the Public Scrvice List, including allow-
ances.

Hon., C. B. Williams: And pensions?

Hon. I, H. TI. HALL: No. That infor-
mation is eontained in another report.

Hon. L. B. Bolton: Are the employees of
the Railway Department included in that
list?

Hon. E. H. II. HALL: I shall allow the
hon. member to ascertain that information
for himself.  Mueh varied information is
contained in the Publie Scrviee List, such as
the name of the public servant, his designa-
tion, salary, date of birth, and date of first
appointment. Why ecannot we get similar
information concerning the employees of the
Railway Department? I have perused the
report of the Commissioner of Railways, but
cannot find anything in it to tell me who his
officers are, or what their salaries are. I am
referring not to men on wages, vui io oii-
cers in high positions in the department. On
page 30 of the report, under the item
“Working Expenses,” salaries are stated to
he £424,529 and wages £1,519,305. Travel-
ling allowaneces are also shewn. I am rather
interested in this item, because every week
while Parliament is sitting I am gallivant-
ing and upsctting myself in this Chamber,
which 15 a very serious offence in the eyes
of some members. I am not attending
shows or buying goods for my firm or other
wise enjoying mysclf. T travel 700 miles per
week, but do not receive one penny for tra-
velling expenses. Neither do other country
members—I am not referring to Country
Party members, but to country members.
We are not allowed to charge fancy travel-
ling expenses such as are paid to Ministers
of the Crown, the Commissioner of Railways
and others. The travelling expenses, aceord-
ing to the report, amounted to £56,010, or
£1,000 per week, but we are not told who
drew those expenses. That item also is
shown on page 30 of the report. Turning
to page 55, Table No. 6, we find the total
amount paid for salaries and wages, includ-
ing travelling allowances in each ease, in
the various branches during the vears ended
the 30th June, 1938 and 1937. I shall deal
only with the year 1938. Here the report
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is a little more explicit. We find the follow-
ing items:—

3
Civil engincering .. .. 444,151
Capital, Manufacturing and Other
aecounts .. . . 68,138

£312,289
That information concerns civil engineering,
mechanical, transportation and “Other.” At
the hottom of the table we find the item
“Railway  construction.” My point is
that the cexpenditure is lumped together.
There is no proper segregation. On page 53,
however, there is something that an ordinary
man should be able to understand. We find
this item—

Commissioner’s and Secretary’s offices, num-
ber of salaried staff, 19.

Turning to page 836G, we Bnd a fable headed

“Return of Staff employed on the 30th June,
1938, which eontains the following informa-
tion:—

Commissioner of Railways . .- 1

Seerciary for Railways .. .. ..o B2
This is the salaried stalf; T am pot dealing
with the wages employees. At page 55 the
stalf is shown as 19; at page 86, it is shown
as 32, Why the difference? Nor do we
know who these officers are, what salary they
are reeciving or what travelling allowances
they draw. Ahout a month age I noticed in
the Press that the Commisstoner of Railways
and hix finanee officer attended a conference
in the Eastern States, and I asked a ques-
tion as {o the travelling allowances paid to
them.  The veply was that the Commissioner
had drawn €80 and his finance officer £60, 1
#uote these amounts from memory., If we
are to have complete particulars of the
aecounts nf the Rottnest Board of Centrol
and of =imilar hoards, surely we should he
furnished with hetter information eoncern-
ing the aceounts of a huge frading concern
such as the Railway Deparvtment, T think it
high time a little light was let into thai de-
partment.

Whilst dealing with the Railway Depart-
ment, T would like to know whether the
Commissioner of Railways, in the many in-
spection trips which it is his duty to mauke
over the railways of the BState, has per-
sonally inspocted the Midland Company’s
line, and, if so, whether he rode in the eoach
provided for the travelling public who are
taxpayers.

Hon. L. B. Bolton: You are ecriticising
the best officer in the publie serviee.

[COUNCIL.]

Hon. E. H. H. HALL: I would like to
take notice of that interjection, although it
is highly disorderly. 1 am not eriticising
that offieer harshly. Bven if I were, 1
should be doing only what I consider to be
my duty, with all due respect to the hon.
memnther who interjected. I am merely ask-
ing questions. Jf we wish to retain the
confidence of the people whom we repre-
sent, we must not he afraid to eriticise offi-
cials in high places. As long as I eriticise
those in high places, I shall have nothing
very much of whieh to be afraid or ashamed.
The  “West Australian” has recently
adopted an innovation by publishing on the
lefthand side of the leader page accounts
of what has heen accomplished throughont
the world by science and invention. Among
those “World Achievement” items is one
headed “Pure Water.”  This is of great
importanee to the railways of the State and
to the Stale as a whole. It reads:—

We now have a tnethod of making pure dis-
tilled water out of sea water,

In Geraldton, as I have said beford, the
Railway Depariment has had to instal mach-
inery to distil pure water from sea water,

Hon. €. B. Williams: What is the cost?

Hon, B. H, H. HALL: The cost is set out
in the report, 9z per thousand gallons. T won-
der whether it would be of any use to draw
the department’s attention to this very im-
portant discoverv? T mentioned the article
to one of our prineipal engineers, not a
railway engincer, the other day, and he said
lie thought the experiment had been tried
ount only in the lahoratory. That, however,
is not right, beeause the article says—

Large plant is now being put dewn in Bri-

tain with a view to manufactoring cheap water
which may be labelled pure. The process must
be of special interest to the dry regions of Aus-
tralia, for often when water there does well up
in the wilderness, it is unsuitable for most pur.
pases.
My interest in the matter is due to the
troulde to which the department is put in
obtaining pure water for railway purposes
in the northern part of the State, and T sng-
gest Lhat possibly that trouble could be over-
come hy using sea water after distillation in
what we eall the eondenser at Geraldton.

In conclusion, I ask a question that has
been asked before, hut has heen ignored.
Perhaps the Leader of the Flouse has been
too busy or too tired or too worried to take
any notire of the question in the past, but T
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appeal to him to reply to it on this occasion.
On page 70 of the Auditor General's report
arve fizures relating to unemplovment velief.
I will not deal with the amount allocated
for bed tickets, meal tickets and board and
lodging; but under the heading of “ration
orders” a total of £34,979 18s. 1d. is shown
to have been expended. I ask the Minister
—1 consider that I have a right to do so—
whether he ean and will tell the House where
those ration orders were issued. My reason
Lor asking the question is that under no cir-
cumstanees ean 1 or any other country mem-
her—of this I have bheen assured hy other
members of 1he House—obtain a ration order
{for any man in the country, apart from the
1s. vation order to which [ have previously
referred. T happen to know as a result of
inquiry, not from the department, but from
men who have obtained those orders, that
the practice in the metropolitan area has
heen, in the cvent of an interval lbetween
one job aud another, that men waiting to re-
commenee employment have been ahle to obh-
tain ration orders at Marquis-street, as thaey
should be entitled to do, for the sustenanece
of their wives and children. That is not so
af Geraldton. T hovg Leen assured ond have
also read & notice in the Press that the same
trouble exists at Kalgoorlie, while members
from other parls of the State have informed
me that people in their provinees are in the
same boat. Will the Chief Secretary inform
us where that sum of 34,979 18s. 1d. was
spent?

Cash relief to the cxient of £12420 1s.
was disbursed for the unemployed. Where
iz such ecash relief to be obtained? Ts it
also provided in the metropolitan area only?
Ration orders and cash velief, if granted in
Porth, should also bhe available to peaple in
all parts of the State. T support the second
reading.

HON. H. 8. W. PARKER (Meclropolitan-
Suburban) [8.34]: The reason T am contri-
buting to this debate is that T wish io veply
to n mafter rajsed during the Address-in-
replyv. I was somewhat surprised te hear the
remarks of the Chief Secretary regarding
ihe eharges I made against the Governmeni
concerning the adwinistration of the pelice
forer. T was also surprised to hear the veply
of the Commissioner of Police. He said that
no one knew better than myself how essential
it was to obtain evidenee before Inving a
charge. My cxperience is that, up to the
last three or four years, the police employed
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common informers. Quite true, they were
ot very reputable persons. Nevertheless,
they secured the evidenee; and the judges
not only of our courts, but of the High Court
of Jundicature in England, have approved of
that means of obtaining evidenee of certain
affences, Evervone knows the betting evil 1s
rampant. That a great many people who
bet ave not preparved to give evidence is also
realised, hut those who think about the
matter know full well that all the police have
to do is what they did formerly, namely, send
a reerunit into one of the shops to make a
bhet. That was the practice adopted when
a common informer was not employed. To
obtain evidence is the simplest matter in the
world, and should the Commissioner of
Palice desire to sccure it, I feel quite sure
that he can do so and obtain far more con-
victions fthan are obtained at present.
Personally, I do not favour the obtaining
of convietions. Let us rather stamp ouf the
evil.  That is not heing done, hut whether
we should Wame the Commissioner or some-
hody else, I do not know. Wherever the
faunlt les, the Government’s duty is fo see

that the law is enforced. I am not suggest-
PR LR

ing that the mombows of the
so blind to the knowledge we all possess as
to be unaware that the hetting evil is heeom-
ing rampant, and is n very grave cvil in-
deed. TYet the Government is doing nothing
at all to enforee the law against hetting.
Thus the duty of members of Parliament is
to take the earliest opportunity to voice their
opinion and to continue to do so until the
evil is ahated. Formerly, to abate the evil
was a simple matter. I do not suggest for
one moment that any Government will entirely
suppress the evil, but it can be lessened. In
former times, all that was necessary was that
a police official should walk along fo an s.p.
hookmaker, and say, “This has to stop,” and
it would stop. That practive was adopted
some vears ago. Then the evil increased, and
common informers and police veeruits were
employed to obiain evidenee. Tt was per-
feetly easy to obtain the evidenee and the
same proeedure could be adopted now.

The Commissioner of Police a-ked that T
make publie the information I had. ani the
nawes of my informants. No one knows
better than he, or no onc should knew better,
that the first prineiple to he obxerved in
prosecuting for any offence is never io
divulge the sonree of one’s information. If
one does so, one will not receive any infor-
mation in future.  The information T re-

Mlavarmmnant own
wovernment 2
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ceived I believed to be reliable when 1 made
my rvemarks, Since then, it lias been in-
creased tenfold; it has eome {from all classes
of the ecommunity, ineluding members of the
police force. Al have told me that I was
perfectly correct in what I said. Not onc
person has told me that my stalements were
wrong. Surely if I, a private citizen, ecan
get that information, the police shonld also
he able to obtain it.

As the Government appavently does not
realise the position, I shall refer to one or
iwo matiers, but I definitely rvefose fo men-
tion names. T have been told, and believe,
that it is the duty of a eertain scetion of
the police to deal with betting shops, and
that if any other policeman pokes in his
noze. he 1s not regarded with favour. I will
nof say he ig dealt with, but he is nof re-
garded with favour. That iz a rather
astoundine statement to make. It applies
also to licensed premises. A constable ou a
beat must not concern himself with a hotel
on that beat that is open or shut, or with a
man who has a betting shop on the beat. I
am informed that if he puts his nose into
stich matters, it is nof to his advantage.

Hon. J. Cornell: The same thing applies
to the goldficlds.

Hon. F. §. W. PARKER : That is the un-
fortunate position which has arvisen. If the
Government does not know this, I sincerely
trust it will make inquiries now, and aseer-
tain whether it is correct. The Commissioner
stated—and I was somewhat surprised to
find the Minister allowing the Commissioner
to do so and further surprised to find him
repeating the Commissioner’s statement—
that if Mr. Parker would make public his
information and his informanfs, then if
could be seen what justifieation existed for
his wild statements. My wild statements!
A few days afterwards in the “West Ans-
tralian” appeared two columns indieating
that the law was ahsolutely flouted in Kal-
goorlie, where there were two-up schools,
s.p. shops, and similar things. Yet the Com-
missioner talked ahout my wild statements!
I will make some more statements and ask
the Commissioner o inguire for himself. Let
him walk along the street within half a
mile of his office, o into cvery tobacconist’s
shop he eomes across and find out how many
shops are dummies from which it is impos-
sible to huy a packet of cigareites. Let him
discover whether it is not casy to find ont
for what purpose those shops are open.

[COUNCIL.]

Again, is it a wild statement or a fact
(hat the leading s.p. bookmakers pay £1,000
a year in fines? That is what the Commis-
sioner of Police said. Is that a wild state-
ment? 1 tell hon. members that it is. No
fine in Perth or the metropolitan area or
probably in Western Austrakia during the
last two years, and possibly for a longer
period, has execeded £80. The Commissioner
can verify that stafement by walking down
the steps of his office. No fine for shop bet-
iing has exceeded £60, and no man has been
prosecited more than three times. So that
£180 is the maximum that any one man s
paid in fnes.  Yet the Commissioner of
Police tells us that the leading s.p. book-
makerzs have paid fines totalling £1,000 o
vear, and he tells us that to indicate that
the police are deing their doty. 18
that is a fact, why does he not get those
lending men? Why charge the labourer
or the elevk? Te is all a farer. Somelhing
should be done. T do not lay the blame
on the Commissioner, because 1 do not think
he has o free hand.

I shall again rvefer to the trealment
of licensces of hotels. A little while
ago there was quite a fuss because one par-
ticular licensee was always heing prose-
cuted, while other licensees, not far distant,
were not being interfered with. I have to
rely upon what T am told, and it is that
the litensee who was heing prosccuted is
now no longer being prosecuted, while at
the same time there has been no difference
in the condnet of the hotel. I was given
the reason, and that rveason was not that
immunity had heen purchased through the
police: it was obtained in another way. This
very vagune statement, of course, will make
it difficall for the Minister to give the
House a veply, hut T can say definitely that
the statement was seriously made, though
I am not prepared te say how the immunity
was secured. T should like the responsible
Minister to make inquiries in the hope of
sifting the matter. I have no wish to go
into details at the present time, but if the
Minister so desives, I ean give him the name
of the hotel, thongh net the source of my
information. T will give this informa-
tion to lhe Commissioner of Police, if he
desires to have it. When matters of this
kind are brondeast, members of Parliament
must take notice of them. I repeat that
wherever we go we hear statements about
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bribery and ecorvuption. Consequently 1t
is dne to the Government to do something.

Over 12 months ago the Commissioner of
Police made a report to the Government on
starting-price betting. In his latest report
he again returns to the attack and I may
be permitted to quote what he now has to
say—

The remarks made by me in my last annual
report apply with even more force at the pre-
sent time. They are as follows:—*¢It is to be
loped that steps will be taken during the pre-
sent session of Parliament to legislate in re.
gard to this watter. The folly is still ram-
pant and despife assertions to the contrary t_hc
department is doing everything possible with
the means at its command to combat it. To
obtain convictions in connection with this mat.
fer it is necessary to have the evidenee to sup-
port same, and whilst the betting shops througlh-
out the State are known it will be futile to take
action against them en masse without being in
a position to prove the complaint.’’ For the
12 months ended 30th June, 1938, in the Perth
area fines inflicted on s.p. bockmakers in eon-
neetion with shop and street betting amounted
to £15,859, being an increase eompared with
tho previous vear, whiist the number of prose-
cutions for the period under review was 459,

It is possible to get 459 prosecutions in
one week. I trust that the Bill that has
been promised by the Chief Seeretary will
be submitfed to us very soon. It is strange
that a private member should have given
notice some months ago of a Bill to deal
with shop betfing, and that it should have
been reached oniy now, while the Govern-
ment Bill, which the Commissioner of
Poliee suggested over 12 months ago, has
not vet come fo light. Why is that so?
That is what the people ask, and I do not
like the way they put the question. A sum
of £15,85% is the amount of the fines im-
posed in 12 months, and in spite of that,
the business flourishes; in fact, it is becom-
ing greater than ever. Who pays that £15,0007
The small beitor, of course. That money
certainly comes from the workers. Prae-
tieallv that amount or more is being paid by
the workers fo keep the betting shops go-
mg. High rents are paid for the shops. It
i= common knowledge that the raming-house
keeper pays a far higher rent than the man
who oceupies the shop next door. Those
high rents come out of the pockets of the
publiec. I should like to know what the
public really does pay to keep the evil
alive. From my knowledge of the existing
law, it is ample and efficient to bring abent
the entire closing-up of the betting shop-.
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Members are aware that just previous ie
the present Government coming inte power
a het could not possibly be secured in =
shop unless a person was infrodmeed. In
some instances a dise had to be produced.

Hon. J. Cornell: Or a letter of intredne-
tion.

Hon. H. 5. W. PARKER: Oue hook-
maker said to me, “Even if von brought a
man along and introduced him to me, I
would mnot bet with him.” Thé law at
present is very simple, and nnder it the evil
could be suppressed without any trouble. I
admit that the evil has hal great assistance
from the broadeasting of the races, and in
that direetion I trust the Government will
take steps towards the suppression of the
broadeasting  of racing results. I do not
consider that race broadeasts are very inter-
esting, although I am not suggesting that T
do not listen-in sometimes, hoecanse I ocea-
sionally do have a bet, and like to hear how
the race is being run.

Hon. J. Cornell: Have von been run in
vet?

Hon. H, 8. W. PARKER: T have not yet
had that cxperience. Another matiter about
which I should like to seek enlightenment
from the Chief Seeretary relates to  the
trolley buses. I should be glad to know where
the £70,000 for the trolley buses has heen
obtained. All T have been ahle to learn is
that £31,000 was provided from loan
last wvear, and that £42,000 s to be
found from loan this year. I may he
wrong, and if T am, I should like the
Chief Seeretary to enlighten me. What
1 want to know is why loan money should be
required for the trolley buses when we were
told that they were established from trust
funds. In the report of the Commissioner
of Railways it is interesting to vead that
although the trolley buses are such a success
in respect of the numbers they carry, the
earnings per mile are less this year than they
were last vear, while the operating costs are
greater than they were last vear. There has
been a considerable difference in the revenue
per mile since the Government pnt on the
additional buses. I should have thought that
the expense per mile, with the greater num-
ber of miles travelled, would he reduced. I
shall be glad to be enlightened by the Chief
Secretary.
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THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon. W.
H. Kiteon—West—in reply) [8.57]: I feel
sure that members will not expeet me to
reply to-night te every peint that has heen
raised during the debate. Scveral very per-
tinent questions have been asked, and I will
endeavour to supply the necessary informa-
tion at a sunitable opportunity, Mr. Cornell
not only asked for certain information and
assurances, but he also wants the Government
to introduce threc more Bills in addition to
the three that stand in his name on the
notice paper. The hon. member made some
strong statements which he may or may
not be able to substantiate. In making those
statements he used remarks such as, “It is
common  gossip,” “T have been given to
anderstand,” “It is common property,”
Everything he said may be true, but T think
he will have extreme diffienlty in supporting
the statements he made. Te sngzested an
amendment to the Electoral Aet, a Bill to
deal with the suicide clanse in insurance
polieies, the licensing laws and other mat-
ters. I think, in conneetion with lotteries,
he used a term sounding like “a premium on
erime.”  He also used another expression,
“T do not know whether T am correctly in-
formed.” THe had heard something and
therefore made a charge. He finmished up by
sugresting that members of Parliament were
mure coneerned abont votes than about what
was right and proper. T hope he was speak-
ing for himself.

Hon. J. Cornell: And for others, toe.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: While he
made some statements that will call for in-
guiry, I am afraid it is not possible for mo
now to give him all the information he
sought. He made a feature of .. or shop
betting, notwithstanding that he has a Bill
on the notiee paper and that the House has
already heen informed of the intention of
the Government to bring down a measure in
the near fature dealine with that very ques-
tion. Why the necessity for all the falk on
this subject to-night? The intention of the
Government is well known. Do members
fecl I have led them astray by telling them
that the Government is bringing down this
measure?

Hon. H, S. W. Parker: Why not enforce
the existing law?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Mr. Thom-
son took strong exeeption to the reply to o
question he put. The reply was supplied
through me. He said there was deliberate

[COUNCIL.]

misrepresentation on the part of some in-
dividual. That misrepresentation must be
contained in the roply given to him.

Hon. E. H. H. Hall: You did not laugh
at what he said.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: There was
no necessity to langh. Mr. Thomson took
exception to the reply showing what the
Government had done for vouth employ-
ment, He stated definitely that the £14,000
provided by the Commonwealth Government
had been utilised by the State Government
in & way that was never intended. He said
the money was not intended for buildings
and facilities. I recollect saying in the
House on a previous oceasion that the money
was provided by the Commonwealth, and
that one of the eonditions was that it should
be used for buildings and facilities.  The
hon. member read from the Auditor Gea-
eral’s veport the conditions under whick that
money was granted, and the only construe-
tion that eould be put upon the report is
that the money was for buildings and enquip-
ment.  He also contradicted himself. When
he says that this is the only Government in
Australia that has done nothing for youth
employment, I give him the lie direet.

The PRESIDENT: Order! The Leader
of the House must withdraw that remark.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I withdraw
the remark, and will say that the statement
was eertainly incorreet.

Hon. A. Thomson: What about the pound-
for-pound subsidy, another condition?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: It will be
found that the State Government has given
more than the pound-for-pound subsidy.
Teo much information was given in my
replv, so much information that the hon.
member misconstrued it.

IHon, A. Thomson: T did not misconstrue
anvthing.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: The hon.
member went on to speak about the manipu-
lation of Stalte accounts. He did not blame
any Government or individual, but said
that for vears the State accounts had heen
manipulated in a manner that would not he
tolerated by private individuals or private
enterprise.

Hon., A. Thomson: I repeat that state-
ment.

The CHTEF SECRETARY: If the oc-
eonnts have heen manipulated, it has bern
left to this Government to bring about n
very radical change in the way they are pre-
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sented to Pavliament. 1 hope the hon.
menther did not use the tevm “manipulation”
to menn what the dietionary says it means,

Hon. 1. J. Molmes: The Commenwuglth
Government insisied on that sy:stem Dbeing
adopted.

The CHUIETY SECRETARY: This was
done without any insistenee from the Com-
monwealth Government.  The prosent Gov-
crnment has hrought about o radienl change
in the presentation ol the accouats of the
State.

e, Jo L Holmes: The Com nonwealeh
Gavermaent lent the State money on condi-
tion that we did that,

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Mr. 15 H.
H. Hall sapported Mr. Thomson’s remarks
about vouth employment.

Hon. A, Thomson: L do
oue stalement I wmade,

The CHIEF SECRETARY: The hon.
member  contradieted  himself  when  le
quated the Anditor General’s veport, show-
ing that the money was provided for huild-
mgs und Faeilities.

Hon. A, Thomson: 1t dees nol say any-
thing of the sort.

Hon. E. 1L Angelo: The Anditor tieneral
said the Prime Minister approved of the
money tor bhuildings.

on. A. Thomson: That was not then the
priminy objeet of wiving the money.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: 1t was a
eodition on whieh the money was grantead
te the Srate. Mo Hall talked abont sowe-
one heing snbservient to the Minister. T
do not know what he meant.  Ministers of
the Crown niust neeessarily be in control
of State departenis,

Hon, B . H. MHall: OF most depart-
ments.,

The CHIEF SECRETARY : When a Min-
istor  controly  a  departinent, the  per-
manent head must be subjeet to the contral
of the Minister. T hope the hon. member,
in using the term subservient, did not at-
tach to it the dictionary meaning. M.
Patker gave prominenee to remarss made by
hint on the Addvess-in-reply. 1 wondered
whether we were going to  have another
Address-in-reply debate. He spoke about
the administration of the Palice Depart-
ment, nand took cxeeption fo something the
Commissioner of Poliee said in a report,
that I was good enough to allow members
to peruse. The hon. member scemed to
think there was something wrong in the

not  withdraw
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Commissioner’s expressing an opinion to
me and in my allowing ilie House to know
what that opinion was, 1lle also made some
strong statements that will nat be over-
looked., I do not know whether he sue-
gested there was anyihing wrong about
myself as a Minisier.  Definite inquiries
will be made into =ome of the statements
he made to-night, and I shall be pleased to
have from him the inforination lie said he
wag prepaved to give me. ‘

This Bill is reqquired to enable the Cov-
ernment fo continne funetioning. It is
the prervogative ol members when discnss-
ing a Supply Bill to talk about anything
under the sun, and one or two have cxer-
eisedd that prevogative. 1 do not complain
of that, but think some of them might have
chosen language lo express their thoughts
less strong than thal which they actually
nsed. I am prepared at all times to give
members the information they vequire, pro-
vitted T ean obtain it. 1 a member raises
a personal question, T o ready to furnish
him with all the information 1 ean get.
My wish is to do all T ean in that direction,
and to give members the satisfaction they
have the right to expeer in this Chamber.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a seeond thme.

Tu Comnitier.

Bill passed (hrowgh Committee  without
dehate, reporied without amendment  and
the rveport adopted. ,

BILLS (6)—FIRST READING.
1, Marketing of Onions {Hen. L. H.
Gray in charge).
2, Burean of Tndustry and Eeonomie Re-
seareh.
I, Sailors and Seldiers’ Scholarship Fund.
4. Tand Tax and Eneome Tax,
5, Basil Murray Co-operaltive Memorial
Scholarship Fund.
G, Auctionerrs Act Amendment.
Heevived from the Assembly,

Huouse adjourieed at 023 pm.




